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$6 million ‘coup’ brings
optics researcher to Tech

ByHENRIE CAUVN
Duilly Statf Writer

Ata cost of about S6 milk
%on, Northwestcm has hired a scien
tst described as the world’s leading
researcher in solid-state devices.

Manjieh Razeghi, a top researcher
a Thomson Laboratories in France,
will pin Northwestern's electrical en-
gmeenng and computer science de-
partment m S Q;mlm-nknr eaid Jerome
Cohen, dean of the McCorrmck
Schoul of Engineering and Applied

'Tt’s probably our biggest hire in
20 years,” said Cohen, who has been
reéruting the 48year-old Razeghi for
two years. “She’s a hot shot, a real
triger.”

the Exploratory Research Materials
Laboratory at Thomson, an industrial
firm. She develops the fundamental
structures of new opto-clectronic de-
vices that integrate the advanced
properties of optics with the simpler
but detter-deveioped properties of
electronics. it is an arca where NU
has not been partcularly strong.

"She creates the building blocks
that can be used to integrate optics
and electronics,” said Prof. Abraham
Haddad, chairman of the electrical
engineering and computer science
deparoment,

[n particular, Razeghi has worked
extensively on in important tech-

aique, known as Metal Organic
Chemical Vapor Deposition, which
can generate the crystals used in de-
veloping opto-electronic devices,
Haddad said.

The sophisticated reactor she has
used in this process will be trans-
ported-to NU from her lab in France,
Haddad said.

In 1987, Razeghi won the [BM Sa-

~ence and Technology Award for her

research in opto-electronks. Haddad
and Cohen said the award is consid-
ered second only to the Nobel Prize.

Provost Robert Duncan, who
oversees NU faculty, said the univer-
sity scored big with Razeghi.

"!‘bisisamajor!ﬁreiorthe uni-
versity. I's a major coup for us.” he
said. “It reflects how tnuch stronger
‘Tech has become, because that’s one
way you measure how well a school
is doing, is by the quaiity of the fac-
ulty it attracts.”

Puncan credited Cohen with the
successful recruitment of Razeghi.
“We put the package together over
her, but the dean of McCormick was
the leader on this,” Duncan said.

NU lured Razeghi with a lucrative
package, which Cohen said sur-
passes the deai worked out for Roger
Schank. a highly regarded professor
of artificial intelligence who was
hired away from Yale University in
18989.

Besides paying Razeghi's salary,
NU aiso will support four of her grad-

uate students and provide her with
extensive start-up support for her
laboratory. Each of the lab’s main
components will cost hundreds of
thousands of dollars, accounting for
most of the 36 million cost of her hir-
ing.

The materials scence department
has given up some of its space [0 ac-
commodate her lab, which will be
housed in the new Materials and Life
Sciences building.
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Funding also will be carmarked
for the salary of her two lab technt
cians, She is trving to bring two of
her technicians with her from
France, and is expected to form a
teamn of three or four faculty mem-
bers and five to 10 graduate students,
Haddad said.

Razeghi will continue w0 work with
Thomson either on a contract or con-
sulting basis. A contract arrange-
ment would bring NU revenue for re-
search it would do for Thomson; a
consulting arrangment would be a dr
rect relationship between Thomson
and Razeghi.

Razeghi will bring mam benefits
to NU, Ha.ddad said.

“It will give us visibility in the
opto-electronics device field, where
we have been sort of low-key. With
ner well be one of the major plavers
in this area.” he said “And &t il at-
tracl research suppors from both
government and wdustry.”



